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     Some believe that Charlemagne 

kicked off the Viking Age when he 

chopped down Irminsul, a holy pillar 

(probably a sacred tree trunk) 

worshipped by the pagan Saxons, in 772. 

The reasoning goes that this horrific act 

compelled the Scandinavian Germanic 

peoples to unite with the Saxons (also a 

Germanic people) against this outrage ï 

and against Christianity. The Danish 

invaders werenôt content to just sack 

Britain ï they made incursions into 

France, and eventually forced the King 

of France to cede the Duchy of 

Normandy to Rollo in exchange for 

protection from any other Vikings.   

     To quote ñAnnals of St. Bertinò, 839: 

ñIf Christian people do not quickly do 

penance for their various vices and 

crimes and donôt observe the Lordôs Day 

in a stricter and worthier way, then a 

great and crushing disaster will swiftly 

come upon them: for three days and 

nights a very dense fog will spread over 

their land, and then all of a sudden 

pagan men will lay waste with fire and 

sword most of the people of the land of 

the Christians along with all they 

possessò.  And boy, did he call it. 

      The first Viking raids along the 

Western coasts of France began between 

790 and 800.  Churches and monasteries, 

with their gold and silver, were easily 

plundered ï year after year, until the 

monks finally grabbed any leftover 

treasures and moved inland to safer 

areas. Many coastal areas were lost 

during the reign of Louis the Pious (814-

840) and the Vikings gladly took 

advantage of the quarrels in the royal 

family after his death to settle their first 

colony at Gascony, located in the 

southwest of the kingdom of Francia.   

     Further Viking incursions in 841 

caused severe damage to the cities of 

Rouen and Jumieges, and in 845 an 

expedition up the Seine reached Paris.  

Per Abboôs ñWars of Count Odo with 

the Northmen in the Reign of Charles the 

Fatò:  ñThe Northmen came to Paris with 

700 sailing ships, not counting those of 

smaller size which are most commonly 

called barques. At one stretch, the Seine 

was lined with the vessels for more than 

two leagues, so that one might ask in 

astonishment óin what cavern the river 

had been swallowed upô, since it was not 

to be seen.ò 

 

Continued on Page 3 

The Dawn of the 

Viking Age                
Part 3 

Summarized by Laurie Hardman, based 

on Hudson Publications Event Bookazi-

nes 2013, ñVikings: Their Myths and 

Legends.ò  

For Part 2 of this article see Issue # 

2015/2016 Vol. 1 of The Little Mermaid.  
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Presidentõs Corner 

Officers 
Edith E. Christensen, EdD, President 
Gary Korsgaard, Vice-President 
Sonja Kromann, Secretary 
Kenneth Kromann, Treasurer 
Larry West, Oregon Rep.  

  
Board of Directors  
Karla Craig  
Nils Jensen 
Erik Laursen  
Allan Olsen  
Britt Pfaff -Dunton  
Carla Schultz-Parks 
Claus Windelev  

Association Board  

Volunteer  
Opportunities  

 

    Library and Pictures Catalogingñ 
Help organize the books and films in our 
library and NWDA photos from the past. 
    Writing/EditingñAssist with The Little 
Mermaid, including condensing articles,  
and writing articles of interest to the Dan-
ish community.  
     Event Help - Assist with activities and 
programs as needed. Duties may include 
event set-up, staffing, and clean-up.  We 
are currently looking for people to help 
with planning Familie Aften and dinners.  
      

Please contact the office  206-523-3263 or 
seattle@nwdanish.org  

Northwest Danish 

Association 
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MAKE A DONATION TO NWDA ðGift is Tax Deductible for the year donation is received! 
 

Yes, I want to make a donation to the Northwest Danish Association as my Gift to continuing the programs and benefits offered. 

 

I am giving now:_____$1,000 ______$250  ______$50 Monthly planned giving  $_______   ($20 minimum/month) 

              ______$500 ______$100 $______other (arrange on DONATE NOW on our Web site)  

 

____My check is enclosed.    ____Charge my credit card:    For Programs $___________ For the General Fund $________        

 

___Visa  ___Master Card     Card Number  ____________________________________________Exp. Date ____________  

 

Name (please print)____________________________________   Signature ______________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Northwest Danish Association is a 501(c)(3) organization registered in the State of Washington (91-0565541) 

Mail to Northwest Danish Association, 1833 N. 105th St. Suite 101, Seattle, WA 98133-8973 

By Edith Christensen, EdD  
Annual Report of Meeting  

     A typical Danish dinner followed the 

Annual Membership meeting this Sep-

tember. The dinner, catered by member 

Lori Barber, included Forloren Hare, 

rødkål, kartoffler med smør og persille, 

grøn salat, and rød pudding med fløde. 

     After dinner we had a good discus-

sion about future programs of NWDA, 

programs we liked and other activities 

planned for the organization.  

     On October 17 we are sponsoring the 

Danish folk musicians Jensen & Bugge. 

You wonôt want to miss this great pro-

gram and mimosa brunch. See the article 

on page 3. Call the office or register on 

our website before it fills up.  It prom-

ises to be popular. 

     A positive financial report was illus-

trated on Power Point by Ken Kromann. 

With help and support of volunteers we 

are moving forward.  Keep up the good 

work. If you havenôt been volunteering, 

please call and let us know when you are 

available. 

     There was a presentation with pic-

tures of Himmelbjerget by Annelise 

Kromann. They had a good program of 

activities with the theme of Danish Folk-

lore. 

   Stacey Barber made a presentation on 

Dane Camp for 5 to 10 year olds which 

was held in August. Twelve young 

campers enjoyed crafts, Danish language 

lessons, singing Danish songs and learn-

ing some folk dances. Danish style 

lunches were prepared by volunteers. 

     We have a Danish Librarian volun-

teering and leading the revamping of our 

library. Watch for articles in the e-

bulletin for periodic opportunities to get 

books which we no longer need. We will 

have the catalog of books on-line when 

it is completed to make it easy for you to 

check out books from our library. 

     Sonja Kromann reported on activities 

and speakers at the annual Danish-

American Cultural Retreat (formerly 

DCC). There were speakers on topics as 

varied as the Danish Renaissance and 

Danish Happiness. 

    A report was given by Minna Brask 

on the work of the ElderCare Commit-

tee. The important work includes Ons-

dagsklubben lunches held in  Harmony 

Hall in Seattle, various aids supplied to 

people who need them, and calls made 

by the committee to various people that 

provide a social link for those who find 

it difficult to get out anymore. 

      Gary Korsgaard discussed the status 

of the Meridian Office Building. Joe 

Matsen thanked the members of the 

Work Party who come faithfully each 

month to take care of miscellaneous 

tasks at the building. 

     Board member Erik Muller has 

served 4 years and is leaving the Board.  

Erik is still on some volunteer commit-

tees. Karla Craig was voted in to be a 

Board member. Karla is a long time 

member and friend of NWDA. She had a 

long career serving children as a school 

psychologist.  Thank you Erik for your 

service and welcome to Karla.   
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Upcoming Special Event: Fall Concert 
Northwest Danish 

Association 

 

A PUBLICATION OF THE NORTHWEST DANISH ASSOCIATION                             Oct/Nov/Dec 2015 Issue #2015/2016 Volume 2             

     Two award winning musicians from Denmark, Mette Jensen and Kristian 

Bugge, will be playing at the Seattle Danish Center on October 17th. The two 

folk musicians formed the duo JENSEN & BUGGE over 13 years ago and 

have toured internationally. This is their ninth year touring in the U.S. Kristian 

Bugge describes having experienced music as ña means of communication 

unhindered by national or cultural bordersò (see www.kristianbugge.com). For 

this concert in Seattle Mette will be playing the accordion and Bugge will be 

on the fiddle. 

     Mette and Kristian have both won awards at the Danish Grammyôs for their 

folk music. Mette Jensen won the ñTraditional Artist of the Yearò award in 

2007. Kristian Bugge won the ñDebut and Instrumentalist of the Yearò award 

in 2006 and the ñFolk Artist of the Yearò award in 2011. Together the duo 

received the ñTraditional Music Awardò in 2012 and a nomination for the 

ñFolk Musicians of the Yearò in 2014.  

     For this special performance at the Northwest Danish Association, a deli-

cious brunch and mimosas will be served. The concert and brunch will be fol-

lowed by fun activities for all ages, including a Chinese Raffle Auction and a 

sampling of Danish pastries. Nielsenôs Pastries is sponsoring this event. Be 

sure to visit Nielsenôs for Danish inspired pastries and desserts.  

     The event starts at 11:00 am on October 17th 2015 at the Seattle Danish 

Center located at 1833 N 105th Street Suite 205, Seattle, WA 98133. To buy 

your tickets go to www.northwestdanish.org/fallconcert/ or contact us at 

the office (206.523.3263 or seattle@nwdanish.org). 

EVENT SPONSORSHIP 

OPPORTUNITIES  

AVAILABLE!  
 
Sponsorship packages are available 

for companies, organizations or 

businesses for the fall concert at the 

Northwest Danish Association.  

 
See all sponsorship levels and 

benefits offered:  

www.northwestdanish.org/

fallconcert/ 

 
Or contact us at the office by call-

ing 206.523.3263 or email us at 

seattle @nwdanish.org  

 

     Twice more in the 860s Vikings 

rowed to Paris, leaving only when they 

got sufficient payment ï Danegeld ï 

from Carolingian kings.  In 887, Viking 

leader Rollo began a series of conquests, 

seizing lands in the northwest of France.  

He made it to Paris in 911, forcing 

Charles the Simple into the Treaty of 

Saint-Clair-sur-Epte. Then pleading 

feudal allegiance to the king, Rollo 

changed his name to the Frankish 

version (Rodolf) and converted to 

Christianity ï probably with the 

baptismal name of Robert. 

     After Charles was deposed by Robert 

I, Rollo considered his oath to the King 

of France to be over.  After a series of 

Westward incursions, he ultimately 

seized Bessin in 924, and the following 

year Picardy. He divided the land 

between the Epte and Risle rivers among 

his chieftains and settled there with the 

de facto capital in Rouen.  

     As the Vikings traveled the European 

rivers, Rouen became an area where they 

stockpiled booty and a major port 

serving the Paris basin with a thriving 

slave market and a cosmopolitan 

population.  

The Dawn of the  

Viking Age  
(Continued from Page 1) 

JENSEN & BUGGE  
CONCERT AND BRUNCH 
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NEED EVENT HALL 

RENTAL?  
 

The Seattle Danish Center, also 

known as Harmony Hall, is 

available for special one-time 

events such as birthdays or anni-

versaries. The hall has a full 

kitchen and the entire space  can  

host up to 112 people or can also 

be divided in half with folding 

doors.   

Call the Northwest Danish Asso-

ciation office at 206-523-3263 

for more information.  

Northwest Danish 

Association 
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Summer at the NWDA 
Northwest Danish 

Association 

Velkommen til Dansker Camp! On 

one of the hottest August weeks in 

Seattleôs history, we welcomed our 

campers to rejse til Danmark where 

we uncovered some of the oldest oral 

traditions: folklore. Together we 

spent the week focused around two 

big questions, ñWhy do the Danes 

have folktales?ò and ñWho are the 

folktale creatures that live in Den-

mark?ò We discovered the huldre-

folk (modified kidsô version), Nisser, 

Bjergfolk, and the story of Holger 

Danske. We even made a trip to the 

Nordic Heritage Museum to search 

in a scavenger hunt for a little 

bjergfolk named, ñMoominò who hid 

throughout the rooms and displays. 

     Not only did we explore folklore, 

but we also had Danish language 

lessons taught by a native Dane. By 

the end of the week, each camper 

was able to impress their parents on 

their Danish. Of course the whole 

week was not only spent studying the 

folklore and language, but we also 

embraced many other aspects of 

Dansk Kultur. Throughout the week 

we learned Dansk folk dancing, ate 

proper Danish meals with our gaffel 

and kniv (made by our lovely volun-

teers), sung well-known Danish kidsô 

songs, played outside at the park, and 

made Danish inspired crafts.  

     Another memorable part of each 

day was when Postmand Per (a 

young visiting Dane, named Chris-

tian) came dressed to deliver the 

post. Postmand Per taught us a song 

about his job, which we sang each 

day at his arrival, then handed out 

Dane Camp for Little 

Vikings  
Article by Stacey Barber 

the post to each camper. As a thank 

you to Postmand Perôs service, at the 

end of the week he was gifted with a 

traditional kagemand (kidôs birthday 

cake) made by the campers. By the 

end of the week, campers left with a 

feeling of hygge for their new 

friends, a greater understanding of 

who the Danes are, and, hopefully, a 

life-long curiosity for all things 

Dansk.  

Photo: Dane Camp kids presenting the 

ókagemandô they made to thank  

Postmand Per  

Photo: Danish language lessons during Dane Camp 

Photo: Campers showing the Danish 

games they learned  during the week 


