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Carnival For Kids — Fastelavn 2026
By Emily Olsen, NWDA Staff

Seattle is in that uncertainty between wintertime and
springtime. The weather doesn’t know if it wants to leap into
spring full force or stay cold and gray. Right at the center of
that time is Fastelavn. Fastelavn is a celebration with many
customs tied to the coming spring. It helps us look ahead to
the flora and fauna waking from winter and have a little fun
before the Lenten season.

Fastelavn has been compared to Carnival for kids with its fun
costumes and abundance of sweets and games. Our
celebration at NWDA is long standing and this year was no
different. Families gathered with kids in costumes ready for
fun!

Craft time filled the first part of our party. Fastelavnris were

decorated with colorful streamers and cut-outs of masks and Image: Noah after he broke the barrel while other kids and adults
cats. Raslebosser were decorated with colored paper, stickers, look on. (Photo by Preben Pedersen)
and drawings. Coloring sheets also taught about the history of Fastelavn as they were completed.

Then came the time to hear more of the history and traditions of Fastelavn. Many of the kids in attendance had come in
past years and they could help tell about the story and activities. After story time, all the kids gathered their raslebosser
and lined up in the hallway to parade in and around the hall with their costumes. They shook their raslebosser and got
coins from the adults, making so much noise you could barely hear everyone singing “Fastelavn er mit navn” as we
marched.

The parade ended with the kids around the edge of the dance floor ready to hit and break the wooden barrel that was
waiting for them, hung from a hook in the center of the ceiling. | was impressed with this group of kids and how well they
listened to the safety instructions about staying at the edge of the dance floor, waiting their turn to hit the barrel, and
returning the bat to the grown-up in charge. You don’t want a kid to be hit with a swinging barrel because they weren’t
looking toward it!

Even with a younger group, we had some strong kids who didn’t need any grown-up help to break the barrel open this

year! All the kids got multiple attempts to hit the barrel, and it finally broke on a swing from Noah. Continued on page 3
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Winter is Thawing into Spring
By Preben B. Pedersen, NWDA Executive Director

This morning, | received a WhatsApp message from my son in Denmark stating, “The
snow here is pretty much all gone and it is beginning to feel a lot more like spring”.
This reminded me that at this time of the year we are all looking forward to spring.

In Denmark, January 2026 was recorded as the coldest January in over 20 years with
temperatures as low as minus 18.2 degree Celsius (-1.8 Fahrenheit). This is winter
weather and temperatures that many of us, with roots in Denmark, only remember
from our childhood. My children reside in Denmark, and then they in 40 to 50 years,
can also say that they in their youth experienced really cold weather with lots of
snow and frozen canals and lakes during the winter season.

NWDA has established a Business Plan Committee consisting of Gary Korsgaard, Erik
Laursen, Kim Kasch, Lars Kasch and Preben Pedersen. The plan is to give some deep
thought to the future direction of NWDA, which can be presented at the NWDA
Annual meeting in Oct 2026.

Business-wise we have had a satisfying 1Q-2026 operation of the MOB (Meridian
Office Building) with currently only one vacant office, the smallest office in the
building, which means we currently have a tenant occupancy rate of about 95%. Our
newest tenant is a non-profit organization known to many of you and one which is
worthy of your support, Special Olympics Washington. With only 3 months left of the
financial year ending Jun 30, 2026, we forecast a positive and satisfying result for the
financial year 2025/2026.

| will in-the-near-future reach out to the Viking Ship people to arrange a Viking Ship
event in the spring or early summer 2026.

| look forward to seeing many of you at our events in the spring of 2026.

Northwest Danish Association
Contact Information
Email: seattle@nwdanish.org

Phone: (206) 523-3263

Address:
1833 N 105th Street, Suite 101

Seattle, WA 98133

The Seattle Danish Center is in
Suite 205

Image:
The
NWDA
Building
in
Seattle

Board of Directors
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Patti Olsen, Vice-President
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Carnival For Kids — Fastelavn 2026

By Emily Olsen, NWDA Staff

Continued from page 1

Image: Verity, Pam, Mike, Christine, and Maia

enjoying boller.

Image: Liz
Mogensen
with the
boller she
baked.
(Photo by
Preben
Pedersen)

We had a new Cat King! Tillykke, Noah! He had a parade around the room of
his own with his crown and took home the (stuffed) black cat that was in the
barrel with the candy.

We ended our afternoon with homemade fastelavnsboller by Liz Mogensen,
which were a hit! Mange tak Liz for sharing your incredible baking talents and
taking the time to make fastelavnsboller for our party. Tusind tak to all our
volunteers who helped coordinate the crafts, food, and clean up. This party
would not happen without you!

Hope to see you all there next year for Fastelavn, which should be Sunday,
February 7, 2027.

Image: Cat
King, Noah,
during his
parade
with
Rasmus
and Tom
supporting
him.

Image: Odin attempting the break the barrel
while others watch. (Photo by Cedar Attanasio)

Scan QR code below
for Himmelbjeget
Webpage

Register Now for
Kids’ Summer
Camps with

NWDA!
Scan QR code below
for Dane Camp
Webpage
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Lunch and Legacy
By Emily Olsen, NWDA Staff

We had a fabulously attended luncheon in late January. We,
regrettably, had to turn people away from reservations due to it
being so popular. Jgrn’s meals are always delicious and everyone
anticipates his creations. Most people sign up without even knowing
the next menu! We had a lovely meal, followed by bingo and dessert.

| want to extend a huge thank you to everyone who attends these
lunches for making them such a success. Also a big thank you to
everyone who helps make them happen. It makes me incredibly
happy to see our community gather for a good meal together.

Our spring luncheon is Sunday, April 19™". You must reserve your spot
either by April 12™ or before space runs out, whichever is sooner.
Don’t wait! We are already near capacity.

Sign up online at https://northwestdanish.org/generations-
luncheons/ or call the office at 206-523-3263 or email Emily directly
at emily@nwdanish.org. There will be a wait list.

If you have already signed up and learn that you cannot come, please
contact Emily so she can add someone from the wait list. Mange tak!

NEED A SPACE FOR
YOUR NEXT EVENT?

The Seattle Danish
Center is available for
special events such
as  birthdays or
anniversaries.

Conveniently located
near Northgate
between Aurora 99
and I-5, the Center
features a full
kitchen, dance floor,
and can host up to
112 people or can be

divided in half.

Call NWDA at 206- Image: Emily Olsen calling bingo after
523-3263 for more the meal. (photo by Preben Pedersen)
information.

Image: Harriet Thomsen and Helga Markussen at the
luncheon. (photo by Preben Pedersen)

Image: Full room of attendees at Generations Luncheon
in January. (photo by Preben Pedersen)

Image: Patti Olsen manning the bar and Carley Kromann
getting some Chex mix. (photo by Preben Pedersen)
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Worshipping and Brewing in Hellerup

By Jan Bruun-Petersen

Image: Jan Bruun-Petersen and Lise Hgyer in front of
Hellerup Church.

My girlfriend Lise and | went for a walk just north of Copenhagen when
we happened upon a church in a quiet area away from busy roads. It was
Hellerup Church. Hellerup is part of Gentofte Kommune.

The area of Hellerup got its name from Johan David Heller, who
purchased a country retreat in 1748 called Lokkerup, normally used by
the wealthy as a place where no farming was done despite all the land.
He renamed it Hellerupgard.

Another important name that developed from a man’s name to a building
name and then to a place name came from Jonas Thue in the 1690s. Thue
was a brewmaster who had a tavern called Thuesborg. This estate was
later expanded and called Store Tuborg. It was at this estate that N. F. S.
Grundtvig lived his last years and died in 1872. In 1875, Tuborg Brewery
was founded in Hellerup, but it had no connection to the family of Jonas
Thue other than being named after Thue’s tavern. Tuborg Brewery was
later absorbed into Carlsberg Group. In 1996, the last beer was brewed
in Hellerup. Carlsberg later moved production from the Greater
Copenhagen area to Fredericia in Jutland. As a result, the large industrial
areas in Valby and Hellerup were redeveloped into modern urban
districts. This reuse of valuable land strengthened Greater Copenhagen’s

urban development. Tuborg has also given its name to several places and roads in Hellerup.

The architect of Hellerup Church was Thorvald Jgrgensen, and the church opened to the public in 1900. Jgrgensen also
designed the current Christiansborg Palace (opened in 1928), where the Danish parliament meets on the island of
Slotsholmen. The chancel is the part of the church near the altar reserved for the clergy and the choir. The stained-glass

windows of the chancel were created by Johannes Kragh in 1918. They
depict the four archangels: Gabriel, Michael, Raphael, and Uriel. Ten years
later, Kragh also created a rose window above the main entrance to the

church.

Other things to see in Hellerup include Experimentarium (a science
museum), Gentofte Fire Museum, Mindelunden in Ryvangen (a memorial
for the fallen of the Danish Resistance), and @regard Art Museum. Famous
people who have lived in or grown up in Hellerup include Lars Ulrich
(founder of Metallica), author Peter Hgeg, football player Michael Laudrup,

and members of the A. P. Moller—Maersk family. Friday, April 17t 2026

Write about your experience at Danish events in the PNW or other
topics related to Denmark or Danish culture.

Contact us at

Write for The Little Mermaid! 6:00 —9:00 pm

Hosted by Finlandia
Foundation Seattle Chapter
RSVP via this QR code link!

At the National Nordic Museum

seattle@nwdanish.org if interested in our publication. 2655 NW Market St. Seattle
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Nordic Chamber Music Series

Features Denmark | Six Danish Strings Concert
By Henry Geijsbeek

The Northwest Edvard Grieg Society’s annual Nordic Chamber Music
series, featured “Denmark | Six Danish Strings”, staring guitarist Mark
Hilliard Wilson and friends. Over 175 attended the January 11t Seattle
concert, at the Ballard First Lutheran Church. The NW Danish Association
hosted over 75 guests at the Seattle reception.

Laura Loge, the Artistic Director stated that the concert and the reception

for the Danish concert was one of the best attended, of the concert series.

A half-a-dozen NWDA volunteers set up the church’s spacious reception

room with décor, table settings, pastries and coffee (and hot cocoa). Image: Mark Hilliard (standing with guitar)
Special thanks to Lisbeth Mogensen for providing (very popular) home and friends during their performance.
baked Mazarinteerte, Bestefars Skaeg and Fedtebrgd.

Image: Reception attendees in the Image: Lisbeth Mogensen serving Image: Sonja Kromann manning the
decorated room after the concert. treats to reception attendees. NWDA information table at the reception.

Lillejuleaften 2025

By Preben B. Pedersen, NWDA Executive Director

On Tuesday, December 2025, we had our traditional Lillejuleaften at St. John
United Lutheran Church (SJU) on Phinney Ave. in Seattle. The Danes have a close
connection to SJU as it was founded by a Danish American Congregation, and in
1955 it moved from Spruce to Phinney Ave.

One important change to the tradition was that this year Pastor Carsten
Mglgaard Hansen, from the Danish Lutheran Church of Vancouver, performed
his sermon online and transmitted on a big screen placed in the middle of the
church. The change was, among others, due to allowing Pastor Carsten to spend
more Christmas time with his wife and young child and duties at his Church in

Vancouver, as an evening service in Seattle, Continued on page 8 Image: Ole Mikkelsen giving a reading at
Lillejuleaften.
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We’re All In This Together
By Kimbra Kasch, NWDA Board

Image: St. John’s Bridge

With spring about to bloom and the weather starting to tempt
our senses, | want to remind you all that getting out in the
community and networking with other people is one of the best
ways to be inspired so you can truly blossom.

But sometimes it’s difficult juggling life’s demands and finding
time (and energy) to put yourself out there, so we need a little
encouragement from friends and like-minded people to find the
momentum to keep going. That’s why it’s so critical to be part of
a community where you can find friends you have an instant bond
with.

So, remember to check the conversation classes and happenings

NWDA has to offer, and remember to look for ways you can inspire others too (maybe by
volunteering for an event or hosting one conversation class, we could even do this via
Zoom). We all need to work together to help build our community and keep the creative
juices flowing.

Plus, don’t forget to check out our monthly meetings on our website.

And always feel free to send us an email with suggestions and ideas for new events,
because we’re all a part of this wonderful Danish community.

Conversation Classes:
Second Monday of each month: 7 pm to 8:30 pm

Fourth Monday of each month: 12:30 pm to 2 pm

The NWDA membership
year is from July 1st to
June 30th each vyear. If
you haven’t gotten your
membership  renewed,
you still can!

Benefits include:

Membership

Discounts on all
NWDA events and
programs

Free access to our
Danish library in
Seattle with over
2,000 books and
films available

Occasional dis-
counts and/or free
tickets from com-
munity partners
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Danish American Cultural Retreat 2026 | Registration is Open!
By Emily Olsen, NWDA Staff

The Danish American Cultural Retreat (DACR) is an annual opportunity to learn about
topics related to Denmark and other Nordic countries. A true Pacific Northwest
tradition, DACR has been held every year for more than 40 years at the Menucha
Retreat and Conference Center overlooking the Columbia River Gorge.

Spend a long weekend, Friday through Sunday, with like-minded people who have a
passion for life-long learning and Danish-American topics. Join us Friday, September
18 through Sunday, September 20, 2026 (or just one day if you can’t make the whole
weekend) to delve into topics of interest, as well as time in the natural beauty of the
Columbia River Gorge and social time with fellow attendees.

Participants sometimes struggle to put into words how the experience of DACR affects
them, but it is more than a conference. It is a retreat that is meant to relax as well as
stimulate the brain. Eight hours of talks on a variety of topics centers the weekend.
The retreat is rounded out with family-style meals prepared by the Menucha kitchen,
Kro-aften social time both nights, Friday Danish Jeopardy, Saturday entertainment

(this year Flemming Behrend is planning a special Kim Larsen tribute concert), a guided Image: DACR 2025 attendees with the

Menucha flagpole flying Dannebrog.
nature walk, and a local field trip. All events are optional and talks will be recorded for participants
to rewatch later. If you cannot attend, registration for video access will occur after the retreat is
over.

Scan QR code below
for Danish American
Cultural Retreat
This year our topics will include (subject to change) Greenland, Trolls, Geology of Denmark, a Nordic Webpage

Travel Log, and more.

We hope to see you there! Early bird registration is now open through June 18. Save $50 just by
being an NWDA member and early bird discounts are as big as $50 for members (they only go up to
$25 for non-members).

Read more and register at www.northwestdanish.org/dacr (or call the office to talk to Emily about signing up).

Lillejuleaften 2025

By Preben B. Pedersen, NWDA Executive Director

Continued from page 6

when coming from Vancouver, timewise easily becomes a whole-day event.

We had an attendance of about 75, which was slightly less compared to prior
years, and that can probably be attributed to the weather conditions (flooding),
the online service and a tight Christmas planning for potential attendees. In the
past the event has experienced an attendance exceeding 200.

The service was followed by the traditional social hour in the SJU’s Fellowship
Hall, where many people had the opportunity to update each other on the

. . Image: Interior of church durin
latest news and wish each other a Merry Christmas. Continued on page 11 9 f g

Lillejuleaften service.
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April 2026
Sgndag Mandag Tirsdag Onsdag Torsdag Fredag Lgrdag
1 2 3 4
DBIA/DSS (S) Fredagscafe (S)
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Work Party (S) DBIA (E)
DAN 1A (Online)
starts
12 13 Conversation 14 15 16 17 18
Group (P) Nordic Mixer (S)
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Generations
Luncheon (S)
26 27 Conversation 28 29 30
Group (P)
May 2026
Sendag Mandag Tirsdag Onsdag Torsdag Fredag Lgrdag
1 2
Fredagscafe (S)
3 4 5 6 DBIA/DSS (S) 7 8 9
Work Party (S)
10 11 Conversation 12 13 14 15 16
Group (P) DBIA (E)
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Book Club (P)
24/31 25 Conversation 26 27 28 29 30
Group (P) King’s Birthday (S) DAN 1A (Online)
Happy Memorial ends
Day!
June 2026
Sgndag Mandag Tirsdag Onsdag Torsdag Fredag Lgrdag
1 2 3 DBIA/DSS (S) 4 5 6
Work Party (S) Fredagscafe (S)
7 8 Conversation 9 10 11 12 13
Group (P) DBIA (E)
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Book Club (P)
21 22 Conversation 23 24 25 26 27
Himmelbjerget Group (P) Himmelbjerget Himmelbjerget Himmelbjerget Himmelbjerget Himmelbjerget
Camp (OR) Himmelbjerget Camp (OR) Camp (OR) Camp (OR) Camp (OR) Camp (OR)
Camp (OR)
28 29 30
(P) = Portland (S) = Seattle (E) = Eugene
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Donations and gifts are
cumulative from July
2025 to present.

Grand Dane
Jette Bunch
Nils and Kathy Jensen

Great Dane

Ida Colver

Sonja Kromann

Annette Kyle

Poul and Terie Larsen
Lars Matthiesen and Yara
Silva

Inger Seiffert

Bold Dane

Tove and Gunnar
Askilsrud

Birte and Jim Falconer

Noble Dane

Sandra Boeskov

Sonja Brewer

Hans and Cheryl
Ewaldsen

Paul Friis-Mikkelsen

Aage and Diane Jensen
Dain and Kimberlee Jones
Neil and Deborah Kilgren
Anna (Lene) Leslie
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Annemarie Lorenzen
Donna and Clayton
Mathieson

Inge Miller

Marvin and Sande Nelson
Ib Odderson

Hans and Dorthe Olsen
Nancy Roach

Lexie Sorensen

Jean Sparks

Annie and Jan Syberg
Elaine Richards

Jette and Roger
Townsend

Kaja Voldbaek

Royal Dane

Jens Kim Bergenser and
Aase Beaulieu

Diane Chapman

David Christensen
Joann Derie

Kyle Dittmer

Steve and Sylvia Ellersick
Kirsten and Paul Fischler
Lene Hajek

Joan Hansen

Donald Haslett

Bodil Jensen

Charlene Jensen

Gene and Ruth Jensen
Birthe and Paul Martin
Sandra Miller

George Nelson

Emily Olsen

Patti Olsen

Dean Pedersen
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Erik Pfaff

Britt Pfaff-Dunton

Aya Reiss

Ingrid Salmon

Christine Skow

Bjorn Sorensen

Hanne Thiede and Steve
Oien

Denise Zahn

Dane

Jorgen Bader

Jytta Doles

Irene Hansen

Claus Mercer

Emily and Jarl Olsen
Inger Olsen

Macy Ratliff

Inge Ronning

A heartfelt thank you to
everyone who has
donated to NWDA. We
would not be here
without your support!

Mange tak!

Restricted Contributions

Scholarship Fund
A.L. Falck Family
Foundation in
Memory of Anna
Falck - $30,000

Himmelbjerget Camp
Gregerson Family

Fund - $10,000
PNW District Lodges
DBIA

Danish American
Cultural Retreat
Anonymous - $2,000

ElderCare
Anonymous - $2,000

Lillejuleaften (Seattle)
Jean Pedigo
Nina Pedersen

Mange Tak to Scan
Design Foundation for
their continued support
of NWDA!
Legacy Grant - $10,000

All Donations are Tax-Deductible!

The Northwest Danish Association is a 501(c)(3)
organization registered in the State of Washington

(Tax ID: 91-0565541)

Leave your Legacy at NWDA

What is Legacy Giving? Legacy, or Planned, Giving is
created a plan to include a charity or nonprofit in your
Will or other estate planning documents. A bequest to
Northwest Danish Association can help us sustain
programs and create new ones for years to come.
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In Memory of Edith (Dee)
Cronander Corbett

Edith (Dee) Corbett
was born January 10,
1929 in Slagelse,
Denmark, to Oscar
Neilsen and Ellen
Hansen, and passed
away of natural
causes on January 6,
2026 at her residence
in Shoreline,

Washington. As a young woman of 19, Dee
emigrated to the United States, living first in
Valparaiso, Indiana, where she worked at a hospital
before moving to Winnetka to work as a governess.
After a brief return to Denmark, Dee ventured to
California where she began working in the
insurance industry. Marriage to James F.
Cronander followed (1956-1969), along with the
birth of her daughter, Cheryl. The family moved to
Seattle in 1959 where she lived for the rest of her
life. Dee later married Wallace D. Corbett (1992-
1997) whom she had met at St. Paul Insurance
Company. Dee was a member of the Danish
Sisterhood and the Danish Foundation, and kept in
close contact with her Danish family, all of whom
remained in Denmark. Dee had a great zest for life,
a sense of adventure, and great style. She enjoyed
cooking, entertaining, and traveling. The arrival of
her granddaughter, Katya, in 2002 was one of the
great joys of her life. Dee is predeceased by her
husbands Jim Cronander and Wally Corbett, sister
Ruth Jensen, and brother Kurt Brovil. She is
survived by daughter Cheryl Sizov, son-in-law
Andrei Sizov, granddaughter Ekaterina Sizov, all of
Seattle; and brother Jorn Hansen of Denmark. No
service is planned; remembrances may be made to
Habitat for Humanity or the Danish Sisterhood
Evergreen Lodge.

Donations,
continued
Memorials

In Memory of Edith
Christensen
Lynn Pattison

In Memory of Frank
Christensen
Lynn Pattison

In Memory of Ellen Juhl
David Juhl

In Memory of Nels an
Agnes Brown (Koberg)
Jonathon Shepherd

For Himmelbjerget in
Memory of Victor Nielsen
Danish Ladies Aid

Jean and Joseph Larkin
Carolyn and Joe Marineau
Darla Swensen

For Himmelbjerget in
Memory of Annie
Kromann

Vibeke lozzi

Sonja Kromann

Line Larsen

Sandra and Marvin Nelson
Lois and Svend Toftemark

Image: Some attendees
enjoying the reception
after the church service.

Lillejuleaften
2025

By Preben B. Pedersen, NWDA
Executive Director

Continued from page 8

Reviewing an email from Otto Brask
from 2015 he mentioned that at that
time the event had been ongoing for
more than more than 30 vyears
meaning that we today can add more
than 10 years to the tradition. Otto
and Minna Brask for many years
volunteered in organizing the
Lillejuleaften event. Our goal is, if
possible, to make future
Lillejuleaften events with an in-
person Pastor.

We express our thanks to the many
volunteers who again provided their
volunteer services to make the
Lillejuleaften 2025 event possible.

Image: Choir performing during the service.
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Seattle Office
1833 N. 105th Street, Suite 101
Seattle, WA 98133
p) (206) 523 -3263
f) (206) 729-6997
e) seattle@nwdanish.org

Portland
Portland Contact: Bodil Muller

e) bodilmuller@mac.com

Visit our website: www.northwestdanish.org

Please note label problems and make
corrections next to the label. Mail to the Northwest Danish
Association in Seattle.

0 My name is misspelled.

o My address is incorrect.

o | received more than one copy.

o | do not wish to receive Association mailings.

Save the Date:

FREDAGSCAFE, Seattle—Apr. 3rd, May 1st, Jun. 5th
WORK PARTY, Seattle—Apr. 7th, May 5th, Jun. 2nd
BOOK CLUB, Portland—May 20th, Jun. 17th
GENERATIONS LUNCHEON, Seattle—Apr. 19th
KING’S BIRTHDAY, Seattle—May. 26th
HIMMELBJERGET, Menucha — Jun. 21st-27th

Monthly Events
(subject to change)

«Work Party — First Tuesday, Seattle
.Fredagscafe — First Friday, Seattle

(all events listed above are not held in July &
August)

Watch our e-bulletins each week for specific
times and dates of programs. Note: Monthly
events are subject to change. Some programs do
not run in the summer.

" Little Mermaid
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Northwest Danish Association
1833 North 105th Street, Suite 101
Seattle, Washington 98133-8973
www.northwestdanish.org
seattle@nwdanish.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

TIME DATED MATERIAL — PLEASE DO NOT DELAY
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